
India: IT vocational
education for girls
Many children and youth in the Dalit Community in India are unable to attend or complete high school and college because their parents
cannot afford it. These low income wage parents have to choose between the education of their children and basic livelihood.

Planet Hopes objective has been to provide these young girls skills that can make them employable or entrepreneurs with the aim to improve
their job opportunities and help them succeed in a technology-driven job market. i.e. Practical and relevant IT skills. Ultimately giving them a fair
chance in the modern economic world. Below are activities and achievements in the last year towards this goal.
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Impact & Achievements

50 girls enrolled in IT-focused courses, including
branding, design, content creation, and video
editing.

Training on Tally accounting software, a widely
used tool in India, helping 47 out of 50 students
successfully complete the program. 

201 girls trained in basic ICT skills, enabling them
to communicate with customers, manage
finances, and market their businesses online.

Integration of IT skills with vocational courses
such as tailoring and beautician training,
enhancing their entrepreneurial potential.



Through a markets needs assessment of the IT skills required for
jobs, Planet Hope developed a comprehensive ICT courses that
matches the requirements of the employers and a corresponding
teacher training program. In addition to the already existing
branding and design course, courses in editing, design, writing and
content creation were created. These courses teach students
how to build brand images, manage brand identities, design visual
materials and develop marketing materials. 50 students have been
enrolled in both courses.

This is a popular Indian accounting software used extensively by
small and medium businesses for detailed and systematic
accounting activities. Possessing this skill offers promising career
opportunities and prospects. This course targeted girls from low-
income families, particularly in the HBR Layout area of   Bangalore,
where many families are Muslim and face challenges such as
societal norms, gender bias,   and limited access to skill
development and financial independence. 50 girls enrolled with 47
completing and passing the exams. Three girls dropped out
because  their families moved to their native towns.

Whether you are an entrepreneur or seeking jobs, you will require
basic ICT skills. 201 girls were reached with these basic ICT skills,
58 of which were enrolled in tailoring and beautician vocational
courses and another 35 from low-income community of Domlur.
These skills with not only help them start their own businesses but
also to professionalise them. They learned how to communicate
with customers online, send professional emails, prepare invoices,
manage accounts using Excel and post photos and text on social
media and websites to attract customers.

Empowerment and social skills development: monthly workshops
where organised for an average of 75 students. These workshops
focused on building their communication, resilience, confidence,
problem solving and life skills. Human rights, hygiene, money
management, safety on social media are other themes addressed.
In July 2024, two volunteers from the Netherlands: a nurse and a
physiotherapist conducted sessions on personal hygiene and
addressed topics like addictions and domestic violence.

Community and Parent engagement: The continuous support of
parents plays a crucial role in the success of our programs. To
strengthen this engagement, we organized four community events
attended by local leaders, community members, parents, and
family members. These interactive sessions, which had an average
attendance of 45 parents, provided an opportunity for families to
learn about their children’s education, ask questions, and deepen
their involvement. Additionally, home visits by social workers were
conducted for parents who showed limited commitment to their
daughters education, ensuring ongoing support and
encouragement. The community events were a resounding
success, showcasing students; achievements in Graphic Design,
Tally, and Basic Computer Skills. The girls proudly presented their
projects and demonstrated their technical skills, highlighting both
their dedication and the high quality of our courses. The
overwhelmingly positive feedback from the community reinforced
the impact of the program and the immense potential of these
young women in Bangelore.

We are witnessing a remarkable shift—parental engagement is increasing as more students graduate, secure jobs, or continue their education.
Community members are seeing the impact and actively encouraging families to enrol their daughters in our program. This momentum
underscores the effectiveness of our approach and the urgent need to scale up. However, despite growing demand, our current resources limit our
ability to reach more girls who desperately need these opportunities. With the right investment, we can expand our initiatives, equipping more
young women with the skills they need to build sustainable livelihoods through employment or entrepreneurship. This is more than just an
educational program—it’s a pathway to breaking the cycle of poverty for entire families. By funding this initiative, you will be directly contributing to
long-term social and economic transformation. Together, we can create lasting change and empower the next generation of female leaders.

Donate now | Contact us | Learn more about this project

Urban Contrasts

Tally accounting skills

Job-oriented ICT training

Essential ICT for careers

Life Skills & Empowerment

Community & parent support

Graduation Day Celebration

Community Connection

Join us in expanding impact
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